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What GDPR Means for Solar Companies

Ever wondered why European solar installers are suddenly hiring data protection officers? The
answer lies in Article 35 of GDPR requiring Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAS) for
"high-risk" processing. Solar companies handling energy consumption patterns or smart meter data
from EU residents are now considered data controllers under GDPR - whether they realize it or
not.

Last month, a German residential solar provider got slapped with EUR240,000 fine for storing
customer geolocation data without consent. Turns out their PV system monitoring software was
tracking installation sites through satellite coordinates. Oops.

The Invisible Data Trail
Modern solar operations leak personal datalike sieve:

Smart inverters recording household energy habits
Drone imagery capturing roof dimensions and property layouts
Customer portals storing family member names and billing addresses

Doesn't this clash with GDPR's "data minimization" principle? Y ou bet. But here's the kicker: 68%
of solar companies in EU markets still treat customer energy data as "non-persona”, according to
2023 Greentech Watch report.

Hidden Data Trapsin Solar Operations
L et me share an awkward story from my days as a solar consultant. We'd installed smart meters for
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aBelgian school district, proud of our 15% energy savings. Then a parent noticed something odd -
the dashboard showed exact times when classrooms were empty. Cue privacy complaints about
tracking teacher movements. The horror!

Three Deadly Sins of Solar Data

Overcollection: Storing ZIP+4 codes instead of just ZIP codes
Indefinite retention of raw power curve datasets
Sharing energy usage graphs with third-party advertisers

Wait, no - sharing with advertisers is more than a sin. It's direct violation of GDPR's Article
6(1)(a) requiring unambiguous consent. Yet 4 out of 10 solar SaaS platforms do this "to improve
user experience”, completely missing the compliance bullseye.

7-Step Compliance Roadmap
Here's how to avoid becoming GDPR cannon fodder:

Immediate Actions

1. Conduct Data Mapping Audit (Article 30 Requirement)
2. Implement Pseudonymization for Energy Datasets

3. Revise Consent Forms Using Plain Language

Y ou know what's funny? Most installers use technical jargon like "1.5 MW roof-mounted system
with microinverters' in consent forms. Try explaining that to your grandma. GDPR demands
clarity - no legalese or engineering terms.

The Consent Dilemma

A Bavarian farm cooperative recently won legal battle against their solar provider. Why? The
contract buried data sharing clauses in Section 8.2 titled "Technical Specifications'. Court ruled
the consent wasn't "freely given" due to manipulative design.

When Smart Meters Become Liability

Your loT-connected solar array detects abnormal power fluctuations. Turns out it's not a faulty
panel - the homeowner was secretly running a crypto mining rig. Now you've inadvertently logged
evidence of lease agreement violation. Do you...

A) Delete the dataimmediately?
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B) Inform the property owner?
C) Face GDPR complaint for processing irrelevant information?

There's no perfect answer. But Article 5(1)(c) requires data collection to be "adequate, relevant
and limited". Maybe smart aerts should've triggered without storing transaction-level details?

Privacy vs. Green Tech

As we approach 2024 EU elections, green policies and data privacy are colliding. Italian MEPs are
pushing amendments to exempt renewable energy data from GDPR. Environmentalists counter
that "climate action shouldn't require surveillance”.

The tension's real. Solar analytics need granular data to optimize performance. But as Dutch Data
Protection Authority recently ruled: "Energy transition can't trample fundamental rights." It's like
trying to charge an EV with a solar panel wrapped in barbed wire.

So where's the middle ground? Possibly in differential privacy techniques adapted from healthcare
IT. By adding statistical noise to energy datasets, companies can maintain system efficiency while
anonymizing individual consumption patterns. Not perfect, but maybe the Band-Aid solution we
need.

In the end, GDPR compliance for solar isn't about checkboxes. It's cultural evolution - from seeing
every electron as data point to respecting the human behind the meter. Because let's face it: You

can't save the planet by creeping out your customers.

Web: https://onepower.pl
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